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likely to adversely affect” determination for these species.  Specifically, our conclusion and 
concurrence is based on the following rationale.  
 
Bull trout 
 
Use of the dredge disposal sites would occur only during the recommended work window of July 
15 through February 15, when bull trout and prey species of bull trout are not likely to be present 
in the dredge disposal site or exposed to potential impacts from the use of the dredge disposal 
sites.  Dredge disposal occurs offshore and in deep water, where bull trout would not be expected 
to be found.  Therefore, impacts are expected to be discountable with regard to bull trout. 
 
Bald eagle 
 
The closest bald eagle nest to each of the disposal sites varies; however, dredge disposal is not 
anticipated to impact nesting bald eagles since disposal occurs offshore and in deep water.  In 
addition, no roosting, wintering, or foraging habitat would be impacted by the use of the dredge 
disposal sites.  Therefore, impacts are expected to be insignificant with regard to bald eagles. 
 
Marbled murrelet 
 
Marbled murrelets may fly over the action areas as they travel to and from nesting sites outside 
the action areas.  However, no suitable nesting habitat is present within 0.25 miles of the 
disposal sites.  The distance of the disposal sites from suitable marbled murrelet nesting habitat 
should preclude any adverse effects to nesting marbled murrelets or their young.  Foraging may 
be impacted short term; however, foraging marbled murrelets will be able to avoid the dredge 
barge because of the slow speed of the equipment.  Therefore, the impacts are expected to have 
insignificant effects with regard to marbled murrelets. 
 
This concludes informal consultation in accordance with 50 CFR 402.13 and conferencing in 
accordance with 50 CFR 402.10.  This project should be reanalyzed if new information reveals 
effects of the action that may affect listed species in a manner, or to an extent, not considered in 
this consultation.  The project should also be reanalyzed if the action is subsequently modified in 
a manner that causes an effect to a listed species that was not considered in this consultation, 
and/or a new species is listed that may be affected by this project.  If critical habitat is 
designated, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers should determine if reinitiation of consultation is 
warranted based on the following factors: (1) new information reveals effects of the action that 
may affect critical habitat in a way not previously considered; (2) the action is modified in a 
manner that causes an effect to critical habitat that was not previously considered; or (3) the 
critical habitat designation is revised during final rulemaking in a way that alters or otherwise 
affects the basis for our determination.   
 



 




